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PRESS RELEASE 
 
Date: 9 July 2018 
 
 
Subject: The Wonder Of The Wave 

Community First’s ShopMobility service in Fareham provides mobility scooters and wheelchairs to 

people with limited mobility, enabling them to access Fareham town centre and shop independently.  

Regular trips are also proving very popular, taking those who use the service to visit local landmarks and 

places of interest.   

Jessica Wooldridge, ShopMobility Manager, said, “As part of Fareham ShopMobility’s summer trips, we 

were delighted to be able to visit the iconic Poppies Wave where Fort Nelson provides a striking 

backdrop to the sculpture. The Wave is a sweeping arch of bright red poppy heads suspended on 

towering stalks. The installation represents ‘Blood Swept Lands and Seas of Red’ with poppies and is an 

original concept by artist Paul Cummins and installation designed by Tom Piper. It was truly wonderful.”  

Beverley who came along on the trip said “I really enjoyed my day out and loved seeing the poppies. 

Thanks to ShopMobility as I couldn't have gone without them” 

Other trips planned are to a local Garden Centre, ‘From the Harp’ musical event and an Afternoon Tea 

Dance.  The team will also be hosting the SUPA (scooter user proficiency award) roadshow and 

community event planned for 17th September within Fareham Shopping Centre, where visitors will be 

able to show their skills on a specially designed scooter circuit, and be awarded with a sticker and 

certificate of safe driving. 

You can find more information on the service at 

www.cfirst.org.uk/transport/individuals/shopmobility/fareham-shopmobility/, call 01329 28 29 29, or 

email jessica.wooldridge@cfirst.org.uk.  The team are located at Ground Level, Osborn Road Multi-

Storey Car Park, Fareham, Hampshire PO16 7DW (close to Fareham Library). 

- End – 
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Mr & Mrs Whittingham ‘floating’ underneath the wave: 
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Francis Farminer enjoying the view: 

 
 

There was lots more for Beverley Arthur to see too: 
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Notes for Editors 
 
1. Communities First Wessex (known as Community First) provides support and advice to local 

voluntary and community groups, charities and social enterprises in order to build their 
capacity and ensure a thriving and successful voluntary sector across East Hampshire, 
Fareham, Havant and Winchester. We also provide a one stop shop for all aspects of 
volunteering; helping recruit and place volunteers throughout our local communities and 
providing specialist training for voluntary organisations. 
 

2. Communities First Wessex also delivers critical community services including: 
a. Community Transport and Dial a Ride in East Hampshire, Fareham, Gosport, Havant, 

Winchester and Basingstoke 
b. Shopmobility in Fareham, Havant and Chichester, and Winchester 
c. Health and wellbeing services including surgery signposting with GP surgeries in 

Bordon, Fareham and Waterlooville, a Silver Linings programme for older people at 
Hewitt’s in Emsworth, Walking 4 Health in Fareham, and a Home Help and a 
Gardening Service for vulnerable people in Fareham. 

d. Support for Community Buildings and managing agents for Leigh Park Community 
Centre in Havant 

e. Rape and Sexual Abuse Counselling services 
f. Specialist youth work including support for young people's mental health 
g. Work and skills based training and support for unemployed people 
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h. Supported volunteering for people with a range of needs including mental health, 
drug and alcohol abuse, and those with a physical or mild learning disability. 

 
3. Communities First Wessex employs 116 staff, has more than 80 regular volunteers and has a 

turnover of £2.6m.  Its main sources of income are local authority and government grants 
and contracts, Big Lottery Fund and a range of charitable trusts. 
 

4. For further information contact: 
Tim Houghton, Chief Executive, Communities First Wessex  
07467 941018 or email tim.houghton@cfirst.org.uk 
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