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CVS Takes Recycling to Hart ... 
Hart Voluntary Action (HVA) has teamed with the 
Fleet Business Improvement District (BID)’s recycling 
initiative in Hart Shopping Centre, Fleet. Making use 
of a currently unoccupied retail unit, shoppers can 
drop off their used toothpaste products via HVA’s 
purple daisy recycling port. Collected materials are 
then packaged and mailed to the team at Teracycle 
where they are recycled into various items from 
coffee tables to watering cans, playground 
equipment to picnic benches. In just a few months 
four full boxes of “waste” have been sent off for 
recycling. So HVA is doing their bit for the planet 
whilst raising money towards the running costs of 
their volunteer centre. 

 

Walking Past Workshop Launches New One Year Project 
Gosport Voluntary Action 
has been successful in a bid 
to the Heritage Fund 
(National Lottery) for a new 
project to engage residents 
and visitors with their local 
heritage through walking and volunteering. 
The Walking Past project launched in 

September by hosting a workshop with local groups, societies and individuals to 
discuss the project and joint working. 
 This exciting project will consist of six walks around Gosport each with a 

heritage factsheet, new volunteers trained to lead walks and become heritage 

advisors, an inspired and enthused community, and will culminate in a roving 

display which can be taken to various venues. 
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hosted by the Hart 
Shopping Centre, 
Fleet.  
 With England 
v Argentina Rugby 
delaying early 
morning footfall – 
the volunteer centre 
team was kept busy 
encouraging groups 
to use the time to 
network over a 

Danish and a coffee but with an England victory 
secured it wasn’t long before the mall was filled 
with shoppers happy to chat between a trip to 

Sainsbury’s and the 
obligatory Starbucks! 
 Organisations 
ranged from those 
delivering services 
county-wide such as 
Home-Start 
Hampshire to local 
neighbourcare group  
Communicare. Even 

the local football club, Fleet Town FC, came along 
with a plethora of opportunities aimed at getting 
young people from 14+ engaged in a volunteer 
activity – who wouldn’t want to be an Instagram 
club reporter? 
 Feedback to-date has been positive with 

many local residents commenting on the fabulous 

work volunteers do in the community, the variety 

of roles on offer and the fact that it isn’t too tricky 

for even the busiest of residents to get involved. 

 The free chocolate may also have helped! 

 Community Lottery in Basingstoke 
Basingstoke Voluntary Action is planning to launch 

a community lottery in 

Spring 2020 so is currently 

engaging local charities and 

voluntary organisations 

to register an interest now. 

 The lottery is free 

for local organisations to 

join, and the more they promote it then the more 

they can raise. Selling just 10 tickets a week will 

raise £208 a year, 25 tickets a week will 

raise £520 a year and 50 tickets a week will 

raise £1,040 a year, and so on. There will also be 

regular bonus prizes alongside the cash prizes 

donated by local business. 

 Players choose six numbers – match all 6 in 

the correct order and win the £25,000 Jackpot, 5 – 

£2,000, 4 – £250, 3 – £25, and 2 gets 3 free tickets. 

 Basingstoke Voluntary Action will be on 

hand to support Lottery members and provide 

guidance to assist with marketing. This would 

include tips and suggestions about how to get the 

most from the lottery, including details on where 

to track down essential information to make 

fundraising more effective. 

 Tickets cost £1 each and 60p out of every 

pound raised goes to good causes in Basingstoke & 

Deane. 

 To be part of this initiative, Basingstoke & 

Deane charities and voluntary organisations have 

to be a member of Basingstoke Voluntary Action, 

have a constitution, and a bank account with at 

least two unrelated signatories.  

 Further information is available from 

Comms@bvaction.org.uk  

 

Hart Residents Look to Get Involved … 
Saturday 5 
October saw 
voluntary groups 
from across the 
district come 
together at Hart 
Volunteer 
Centre’s annual 
Get Involved 
event, kindly 

mailto:Comms@bvaction.org.uk
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 A lively, interactive morning took place 
with a range of groups including NHS Army 
Welfare, MIND, Friend of the Family, Chat 
Together and Jane Scarth House. Practical tips 
were provided on subjects specific to each group 
seeking funding, for example, rescue dogs finding 
young adults suffering mental health breakdown 
or support for ex service users to attend events to 
help support their recovery. 
 Christianne Ireland, Unity Voluntary Sector 
Support Manager, said: “This was the best 
workshop I have ever been to and the feedback 
from the other participants has been excellent. 
Thanks must go to Carl from Crowdfunding who 
was a natural communicator and had a way of 
bringing everyone with him. What a fantastic 
morning.” 
 

Businesses Getting Active &  
Making An Impact 

Community First’s Business Volunteering Scheme 
facilitated three events in September, engaging 
with local businesses to help community 
organisations accomplish tasks that they don’t 
have the resources to do alone.   
 It was all hands on deck for a group of 10 
volunteers from Havant based pharmaceutical 
company Pfizer to help Havant Youth Sail Training 
Scheme (HYSTS), based at Langstone Harbour, a 

not for profit 
registered 
charity offering 
young people 
aged 8-18 the 
opportunity to 
learn to sail. 
Boats were 

Celebrating the Power of  
Community and Partnerships 

Operating in an area as large and diverse as the 
New Forest, Community First has always had to be 
creative about how to get the message out about 
volunteering. They are lucky to be supported by a 
number of public sector and non-profit 
organisations who are also passionate about the 
value of volunteering to the local community and 
who provide them with space, be it in buildings or 
in publications or even online, in which to 
advertise monthly volunteering drop-ins. 
 They were therefore delighted last month 
when another local business contacted them to 
offer use of their shop window to help publicise 
their work in Ringwood. 
 It certainly gave staff an opportunity to get 
creative, as filling a whole shop window is not as 
easy as it sounds. 
 However, both the shop and Community 
First New Forest staff were pleased with the 
results. The proprietor also said that this was his 
way of giving back to the local community, which 
had supported his business for over 20 years. 
The display, which advertised the volunteering 
drop in and the wider volunteer centre services, 
was very successful, with more participants than 
ever turning up for the monthly session.  

Crowdfunding Gets Interactive 
Chuffed, a national Crowdfunding organisation ran 
a workshop for charities and community groups on 
behalf of Unity recently. The Rothsay Grange 
Home hosted the event free of charge for the 
community and 18 organisations from Romsey/
Andover and a major housing provider from 
Basingstoke, attended to find out how their 
organisations could benefit from using the 
crowdfunding platform to raise funds through their 
own networks. 
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Charlotte Yonge statue complete 
with rainbow shawl. 

Community Showcase 

One Community held its fourth Fareham’s Community Showcase on Sunday 13 October, an annual event 
in its fourth year, at Ferneham Hall from 10am till 2pm. Over 60 Fareham organisations were showing at 
the event, with lots of interactive stalls – including the opportunity of becoming a dementia friend with 
free courses running through the day, checking your risk of diabetes with Diabetes UK, and getting advice 
about arthritis from QA hospital. Visitors were entertained by community choirs, met assistance dogs, 
reptiles, spiders, knitters and stitchers, and bought lovely home-made goods from the Country Market 
stalls. Groups took full advantage of the event to recruit new volunteers, members and service users. 

moved and cleaned and a new storage facility 
built.  
 Hampshire County Council Countryside 

Rangers Team has 
an enormous task 
maintaining the 
public rights of 
way network. 
RingGo cashless 
parking, a 
medium-sized 
tech company 

based in Basingstoke, responded to the call. A 
team of 10 willing volunteers took part working on 
a popular footpath in the parish of Rotherwick. 
The volunteers had to contend with thick bushes 

and trees that had completely overgrown the 
walkway rendering the path unpassable.    
 At the Wecock Community Association’s 
Acorn Centre, Waterlooville, eight volunteers from 
Lockheed Martin UK Rotary and Mission Systems 
decorated a large hall in no time at all, and cleared 

an 
overgrown 
patch 
outside, 
enabling the 
creation of a 
new garden 
area.  
 
 


