
Action Hampshire’s housing team has played a key role in  
getting plans for eight new affordable rented homes off the ground 

in the parish of Curdridge 
It’s been a long and complex journey, but 
effective joint working between Action 
Hampshire, Curdridge Parish Council, 
Winchester City Council and the housing 
association Hastoe, means that a planning 
application is being made for affordable homes 
for local people who have a strong connection to 
the village. The benefits of the partnership 
working, facilitated and led by Action 
Hampshire, was highlighted by the Parish 
Council Chair Eric Bodger: “I don’t think there 
would have been any chance of success without 
the enthusiastic support of all these 
participants.” 
 A key role for Action Hampshire staff in 
the early stages was to help local parish 

councillors find a suitable village site for the scheme. The site chosen is owned by 
local landowner Robert Medway, and he is really keen to be involved in making 
this scheme happen for the community, saying: “I can’t wait to see young 
families move into these houses and live there and have a really happy life.” 
 Robert was keen to be involved based on his personal commitment to 
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local affordable housing. He said: “I have been involved in the parish for 
almost 70 years. My father had been involved in a similar scheme many 
years ago and so I had first-hand experience of the benefits of these 
schemes. A number of the original beneficiaries of my father’s scheme 
attended his funeral some years ago and afterwards they came and 
chatted to me about the great opportunities living in the scheme had 
made to their lives. I also have two children so I know how important it 
is to have young folk living close to their families and close to their 
roots.” 

 Eric Bodger, the Chair of the Parish Council, believes the benefits of the scheme will include: 
“adding to the age range of villagers to live here, when the high price of existing property would 
otherwise force them to move away. The proximity of the site will improve participation in village events 
and activities.” 
 Nigel Baldwin from the Housing Team at Winchester City Council explained why supporting these 
schemes is so important to the Council: “Villages benefit by having long term sustainability. Affordable 
housing can help local communities to sustain vibrancy. Supporting local people to remain or return to 
their rural community, and helping local workers live locally helps to improve the mix and balance of 
people living in rural areas. COVID-19 has highlighted the importance of support networks and affordable 
housing contributes to those support networks.” 
 Action Hampshire organised two community consultations to help shape the scheme design and 
promote community support, including promotion at the Curdridge Summer Show. Currently the lead 
officer at Action Hampshire, Mags Wylie, is putting together a film, made online and remotely during 
lockdown, which captures the key moments of this long journey and to provide inspiration to other 
communities setting out to deliver much needed homes. 
 

RASAC Recognised for Supporting Male Survivors 
Due to stereotypes and social attitudes relating to gender 
and sexual violence, male survivors may be especially 
reluctant to seek support or share what has happened to 
them. High quality services designed with gender-specific 
support in mind can help men and boys break the silence. 
 A Hampshire organisation has recently received 
accreditation for providing this important service.  RASAC, 
the rape and sexual abuse counselling service provided by 
Community First, has been recognised for its high quality 
services for male survivors through an accreditation from 
LimeCulture CIC. 
 RASAC offers free counselling for adults and under 
18s in Winchester, Test Valley, Basingstoke & Deane, Hart, 
and Rushmoor, as well as a peer support programme for 

survivors (STEPS) and an information and advice line.  
 The accreditation confirms that RASAC’s services meet the official Male Service Standards, which 
are supported by the Home Office, Ministry of Justice, NHS England and the Association of Police and 
Crime Commissioners. The Male Service Standards, developed through the Male Survivors Partnership 
and LimeCulture CIC, “enable organisations working with boys and men affected by sexual abuse, rape 
and sexual exploitation to improve and evidence the quality of service provision to male survivors, in 
particular recognising their gender-based needs.” (Read more on the Male Survivors Partnership website) 
 RASAC Service Manager Steve Witheyman said, “All of us at RASAC are grateful for this 
accreditation from LimeCulture CIC. We are proud to be a quality provider of services for male survivors 
and we are committed to helping survivors in Central Hampshire and North Hampshire access the support 
they need regardless of characteristics or background.” 

https://www.malesurvivor.co.uk/support-for-male-survivors/
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Gosport’s VoluntHeroes Power Through in the Face of COVID-19 

VoluntHeroes is Gosport Voluntary Action (GVA)’s inclusive volunteering group for adults with support 
needs. From 23 March to June, group members were telephoned weekly so wellbeing checks could be 
carried out and signposting to relevant support. One isolated member was directed to GVA’s Befriending 
service, one to Help In Bereavement, and a Community Police home visit was arranged when it wasn’t 
possible to make contact with another.  
 The group co-ordinator and members got to know each other reasonably well over this time. A 
verbal survey showed that members were unable to join Zoom meetings, so telephone calls were 
continued until 30 June, when it became possible to meet safely in small groups, outdoors, keeping to 
Government guidance. Meeting times were reduced to 1.5 hours and two were held each week to 
accommodate everyone.  
 Initial sessions focused on acknowledging feelings during lockdown (members reported that 
weekly calls had been valuable in reducing feelings of isolation). The group has managed to meet seven 
times, largely due to the lovely weather, however the planned meeting on 25 August was cancelled due 
to heavy rain and strong winds. Activities during the sessions included three litter picks around GVA, 
meditation, cake icing, a walk around Walpole Park, Art Therapy led by a third-year Psychology student 
volunteer, and discussions on the topics How are you feeling?, It'll Pass, Values and Goal Setting, What’s 
been good?, Who are my support network?, Using Positive Words, Positive Thinking, Healthy Eating, 
Glass Decorating and re-visiting ground rules. 
 

Grant for Test Valley Community COVID Support  
Unity is celebrating a successful grant 
application to the Big Lottery Fund, which has 
resulted in a grant award of £45,648.   
 The funding will help Unity to build 
upon the Test Valley Helpline support 
provided to the community throughout the 
COVID pandemic.  Siola-Jay Gardner and Ken 
Tymms, the new Digital Inclusion specialists, 
will work with charities and community 
groups not only to embrace technology but to provide digital advice, training 
and online fundraising support. 

 Recognising the need to help people who may have been shielded due to serious clinical 
vulnerabilities or may still need to take extra care due to health implications, Unity will develop an online 
social prescription/signposting service too. For those who may be suffering with COVID-19 or carers who 
are working tirelessly to support isolated people, the signposting service will be a boon. 
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Charlotte Yonge statue complete 
with rainbow shawl. 

Unity Chairman Receives Queen’s Honour  
For her years of dedicated service to the communities across 
Romsey and the wider Test Valley, Unity is pleased to announce 
that their Chairman, Dorothy Baverstock, has been granted a 
British Empire Medal (BEM) for “meritorious civil service worthy 
of recognition by the Crown”.  
 Dorothy has been a community activist for many years 
and has been instrumental in helping to set up a number of the 
groups that are still thriving today, including Age Concern, 
Romsey U3A and Unity (previously known as Test Valley 
Community Services). She is passionate about helping people and 
has been involved directly in a number of charities including 
Citizens Advice and SMILE, as well as being one of the driving 
forces in the fundraising efforts to design and place the Romsey 
War Horse in the Romsey Memorial park. 
 She is also well known as a Romsey Town, Romsey Extra 
and Test Valley Councillor and takes pride in those roles too and 

has held the distinguished position of Mayor in both Romsey Town and Test Valley Authorities over 
recent years. However, it is her passion as a volunteer which makes her so special and the selfless way 
she helps the community every day. 
 Terry Bishop, Unity Chief Executive, said, “The staff and volunteers are absolutely thrilled Dorothy 
Baverstock has received this very special honour. She is a powerhouse of energy and enthusiasm and 
without her Unity would not be the charity it is today.” 
 

Partnership Working to Provide Fresh Produce to People in Need  
The Eastleigh Gurkha Nepalese 
Association (EGNA) has a plot at the 
Highbridge Community Farm just 
outside Eastleigh. The farm, occupying 
a 1.7-acre site provided by a local 
landowner, is run cooperatively on a 
not-for-profit basis and was 
established in 2010. EGNA grows food 
for its members but was keen to share 
its surplus with local people in need. 
 One Community has facilitated 
a partnership between EGNA and 
Eastleigh Basics Bank, both through 

community development work and by providing the drivers and transport to distribute the produce to 
Eastleigh Basics Bank clients. Eastleigh Basics Banks provides essential foods and other items to people in 
need who have been referred by trusted local agencies, one of which is One Community. Since the start 
of the COVID Pandemic, in addition to being a long standing referring partner to Eastleigh Basics Bank, 
One Community has been coordinating a team of volunteer drivers to deliver food and essentials to the 
Basics Bank clients. Eastleigh Basics Bank and its clients have been enormously grateful for One 
Community’s support during this challenging time. 
 Demand for Eastleigh Basics Bank service has risen 300% due to the pandemic and the group’s 
terms and conditions of service have had to be broadened to meet the level of need in the Eastleigh area. 
One Community has enabled the rapid and sustained growth of the service through its team of COVID 
Response Volunteers and the day to day coordination of the drivers. The partnership with EGNA has 
enabled recipients of food parcels to eat nutritious fresh produce in addition to the general non-
perishable goods supplied by the food bank. 


