
Tackling Covid 19 - Together 
Unity’s plea for volunteer assistance 
to help the Andover and Romsey and 
North Baddesley Primary Care 
Network’s to support the Covid 
Vaccination programme is paying 
dividends.  Despite the Lockdown,  
individuals from up and down the 
length and breadth of Test Valley 
have offered their services and 
registered as volunteers. 
The programme in both towns has 
started in earnest, and on Thursday 
7th January, Unity announced that 
they had formally recruited their 
600th Volunteer!   To be exact, 633 
have been registered so far of which 
196  are based in the Romsey area 
and 437 are from the Andover and 
surrounding areas.  Already, around 
180 have actively assisted in this 
programme which had a brief start 
just before Christmas. 
Christianne Ireland,  Voluntary Sector Support Manager said, “We have been 
absolutely astounded by the volunteer response to helping support this vital 
programme.  We have been so impressed with people’s enthusiasm to get the 
job done.  There is nothing better than the volunteer to step up when needed 
even at an hours’ notice!”   
This project is a great example of the Voluntary Sector working with the Primary 
Care Networks, Clinical Commissioning Groups, Clinicians and the staff to get this 
important job done.    
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New Chief Executive At The Helm  
Gosport Voluntary Action (GVA) is delighted to announce that Ted Hill MBE has taken up his 
position as our new Chief Executive Officer. Ted comes to GVA, after Nicky Staveley retired 
from the role at the end of 2020. Although a hard act to follow, Ted brings with him a wealth of 
experience in the charity sector having most recently worked for Cruse Bereavement Care, 
where he has been developing a hub model in the south of the UK.  Prior to that Ted worked 
for the NHS England in a Mental Health Quality and Improvement Lead, and was Chief Execu-
tive of the British Polio Fellowship charity.  
Ted received an MBE in 2011 for services to the voluntary sector in Hertfordshire, Bedfordshire 
and London. He has also volunteered for the sea cadets holding both District Officer and Assis-
tant District Officer roles, and was previously a member of the Royal Naval Reserve.  
Ted said ‘I am absolutely delighted to be joining the team at GVA. The voluntary sector is facing 

some challenging times ahead and I look forward to working with everyone so we can provide the best to member 
organisations, our partners and ultimately of course the individual organisations’ beneficiaries.’  
All the staff and trustees at GVA warmly welcome Ted to the organisation, and look forward to getting to know him 
over video call soon, and hopefully in person later in the year. We are excited about the opportunities ahead and 
hope you all join us in wishing Ted well in his new role.  
 

The ORCA V Team – V for volunteers, V for Vaccination and V for Victory! 
We hit the ground running this New Year 2021, with a request for volunteers at the Covid 19 Vaccination Stations. 
The hugely successful, collaborative effort, has given the ORCA Responders the opportunity to play a vital role in 
supporting two new Covid 19 Vaccine sites. The GP led sites, located in 
Farnborough and Aldershot, are rolling out vaccines to the most vul-
nerable members of our community and frontline staff.  
Thanks to our dedicated Responders, we are able to offer reassurance 
and support to patients visiting the stations. The most vulnerable pa-
tients describe their apprehension and then relief, after leaving the 
safety of their homes for the first time in months. Our team of long-
standing Responders, are being joined by new recruits keen to join the 
fight against Covid19 every day.  
Volunteering at Farnborough, Responder Alison Collins said: "The 
rollout of the vaccine was very good news to us all and I wanted to 
help in any way I could. I am volunteering at Southwood and I can see first-
hand what it means to people to be receiving the vaccine. I enjoyed meeting 
so many people, some of whom have been isolating at home for nearly a 
year. The NHS staff are doing a fabulous job and I feel proud to be part of a team of volunteers working alongside 
them to support this monumental task."  
 

Walking in the Heart of a Winter Wonderland 
When Heart of the Park Play & Café remained closed after the second nationally imposed lockdown lift-
ed, it left local residents and customers wondering what was going to happen to their regular socialising 
spot. It is not unusual for it to raise concerns, especially with the Community Centre being considered a 
central hub of Leigh Park. 
Heart of the Park is a social enterprise being run by Community First's Positive Pathways supported vol-
unteering project.  The team had an idea to offer several Christmas Park Play sessions, to celebrate this 

time of year with loyal cus-
tomers. They felt that it was 
a way to say thank you for 
their continued support and 
enthusiasm, even during this 
tough year.  
Each child received a plate of 
buffet food, a goody bag and 

ORCA Responder Alison Collins at  
Farnborough Vaccination Centre 
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Communities Against Cancer Launches for 2021 
We all know cancer hasn’t stopped. That’s why Action Hampshire is pleased to 
announce the continuation of the Communities Against Cancer project from 
January 2021, funded by the Wessex Cancer Alliance. This funding is used by 
Action Hampshire to offer grants to community groups, social enterprises and 
charities to help raise awareness of cancer in communities working along the 
coastline of Dorset and Hampshire, including the Isle of Wight. The 

Communities Against Cancer grants of up to £5,000 can be used by groups to creatively engage with 
people they support to understand how to reduce their risk of cancer and live healthier lives. It is also 
about encouraging people to participate in cancer screening, be more aware of possible cancer 
symptoms and understand the importance of contacting their GP as soon as they have a concern. This is 
so important as the earlier somebody is diagnosed with cancer, the more likely treatment is to be 
successful. Early diagnosis saves lives.  
Communities Against Cancer is about tackling health inequalities and improving people’s health 
outcomes. We are keen to hear from all groups who feel they can use the funding to reach people in their 
community with messages of cancer awareness and 
prevention. In particular, we would like to hear from 
groups who support people with additional challenges or 
who face health inequalities.  
During our previous Communities Against Cancer 
programme, groups across the south coast supported 
their communities to be more aware of cancer and the 
importance of attending cancer screening. First Light 
Trust, a charity based in Gosport who support veterans, 
have adapted well during Covid restrictions, carrying out 
their Communities Against Cancer project at their 
allotment and socially distanced in their café hub (when 
restrictions allowed).  Conversations about cancer 
alongside healthy refreshments and working on the 
allotment has led to greater understanding by the veterans. 
They’ve particularly focused on why bowel screening is important and recognising possible signs and 
symptoms of cancer.  

 
A Different Kind of Christmas Day Lunch 

Each year for the last 10 years, Community First has hosted the Fareham Christmas Day Lunch for anyone 
in Fareham who has found themselves alone at Christmas.  It is usually held in the local St John's church 
hall but due to the Covid restrictions the lunch couldn't go ahead as planned.  The team were still 
determined to make sure that residents weren't alone on Christmas Day. 
It was a different Fareham Christmas Day lunch experience this year and guests were delighted to receive 
socially-distanced doorstep visits from volunteers on Christmas morning.  Many volunteers and guests got 
into the Christmas spirit by dressing in festive outfits and shared some good cheer while still adhering to 

a Christmas cracker. The café was also open for parents to enjoy a cup of barista style coffee or tea, to 
add a moment of comfort to their morning or afternoon session. The park play area was regularly cleaned 
by use of a fogging machine to ensure the utmost safety for customers. 
Beverley Palmer from the Positive Pathways team, said "Our sessions featured very special visitors – Mr 
and Mrs Claus from the North Pole plus a friendly elf and Olaf! These visitors were kindly loaned to us 
from the Leigh Park Christmas Grotto.  We were grateful for their offer of help, and our thanks go to them 
and to all the staff and volunteers who helped put the sessions together and made sure our families had a 
day to remember". 

Veterans at First Light Trust, Gosport at their  
allotment while having conversations about cancer. 
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Charlotte Yonge statue complete 
with rainbow shawl. 

current Coronavirus rules.  Staff and volunteers worked 
tirelessly up until Christmas, and together with generous 
donations from local businesses and individuals, made sure 
that the day was a great success.  
101 guests received Christmas hampers containing gifts and a 
pre-cooked Christmas meal along with other Christmas fare.  
Guests were given a Christmas magazine which, along with 
activities such as a word search and Christmas Cracker jokes, 
also contained information about a pre-recorded Christmas 

Reflection presented by Christians Together in Fareham and the three ‘Revs’ 
from Holy Trinity with St Columba. 
Guests were delighted with their “alternative Christmas Lunch 2020”, and 
Volunteers really entered into the Christmas spirit too.  Guests said: “It was 
lovely to have a visit – they must have been very cold but they sang their 
hearts out for me!” “The visit was good and I really enjoyed the hamper – 

thank you to everyone”. 
 

One Community Praised by Unity 101 for Community Corner 
Unity 101 Radio is a Southampton based local radio station "By the 
community, for the community and to the community". Their aim is to 
promote and broadcast music and culture of the Asian & ethnic 
communities of Southern Hampshire and to provide the training and skills 
required, so their volunteers and listeners are better able to participate 
more fully, in a cohesive society.   
Every Tuesday, after the news at 3pm, One Community hosts their radio 
show called the Community Corner on @unity101fm.   Each week One 
Community interview a different local not for profit organisation, giving 
them the opportunity to promote their work across the South Hampshire 
region.  In December, for our one hour long end of year show, Naomi Stock 
interviewed a number of organisations to catch up on how their year had 
gone and what their exciting plans are for 2021.  The organisations included 
Wessex Cancer Trust, Eastleigh Museum, Energy Youth Centre, MHA 
Community, Bear Face Theatre, Chrysalis and Pavilion on the Park.   
Another recent edition of the show, was “Lockdown 3- Youth Support in 
South Hampshire.”  Naomi Stock interviewed Kailea Hurcombe the CEO of 
Solent Youth Action and Craig Lockwood Project Manager of Energy Youth 
Centre.  The show covered a variety of topics including Detached Youth 
Work, Solent Food Action, Community and Buddy Scheme plus so much 
more.  After recording, the show was emailed out by One Community to the schools and colleges in areas 
that the support is available in.   
To listen to these shows and our other shows click here  the shows can be downloaded to most 
computers and devices.   

Recently One Community were invited to Unity 101’s online 
15th Year anniversary celebration at which One Community 
were invited to talk about the show.   
Ram Kalyan, Project and Station Manager for Unity 101 said 
“Unity 101 has always been about community, celebrating 
cultures, and connecting people.  Our annual awards and 
anniversary event has always been a special time to 
celebrate with all.”  

Kailia Hurcombe, Solent Youth Ac-
tion & Craig Lockwood, Energy Youth    

Ram Kalyan Unity 101 Station 
Manager 

https://www.podcasts.canstream.co.uk/unity101/index.php?cat=One%20Community%20Tuesdays%20at%203pm%20%20

