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An Eventful Late Summer 
One Community has been feeling the 

festival vibe 
with a rush of 
late summer 
events, 
crammed into a 
narrow window 
of opportunity. 
Staff and 
volunteers 
have thrown 
themselves into 
the community 
spirit driving 

these high days of the year, taking 
every opportunity to meet with the 
crowds and talk about 
volunteering, services and support.  
 It’s reassuring to see a 

boom in requests for volunteers for a wide range of roles,  which means there is so 
much to offer a waiting public. 
 In the last two months, since the success of their own Fareham Community 
Showcase in July, with over 76 groups, One Community has brought a gazebo to 
Sarisbury’s Show on the Green, Eastleigh Mela, Eastleigh Pride, Eastleigh 
Unwrapped, Reminiscence in the Park and the Portchester Gala. Appearances in 
Fareham Shopping Centre and at Chandlers Ford Asda have also proved fertile 
recruiting grounds for new volunteers.  
 The autumn events programme is filling up too, with Hate Crime Awareness 
events, Purple Tuesday (about improving the customer experience for disabled 
people) and the Christmas Lights Switch On, all in both Eastleigh and Fareham. 
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 Unity—Helping Groups to Find New Volunteers 
With the end of most Covid restrictions, Unity is contacting all 
member groups to encourage them to start promoting volunteer 
opportunities when and where they can. It is understandable that for 
some groups the road back to normality will be a long one. 
 As individuals look to return to volunteering, Unity is advising 
local organisations to take advantage of new volunteer availability by 
looking at new adverts for volunteers.  
 Promotion has been active with social media and Unity has 
invited organisations that may need additional help and support to 
contact them. The end of summer has seen a flurry of new activities 
and events that Unity has promoted in local communities. The number 

of active opportunities is slowly increasing. At their next volunteer manager’s forum Unity will be asking 
groups how things are going, what additional help they need and to share any known issues – so they can 
provide guidance accordingly. 
 During the pandemic many new projects have emerged, so Unity is contacting these new groups 
to let them know what help is available and to encourage them to become members too.  
 Unity is also ready to help again at Vaccination Clinics in Test Valley, once the green light is given 
for a winter booster initiative. 
 

Celebrating Fundraising with Gosport Good Causes 
On Friday 3 September, Gosport Voluntary Action 
had the pleasure of holding a shared promotional 
stand with Gosport Dolphins swimming club and 
Harbour Cancer Support. All three organisations 
have been Coop’s sponsored local good causes for 
the last 12 months, and as Coop has recently 
doubled the amount they give to communities, 
well over £3,000 has been raised in total. 
 This is a great way for local charities or 
community groups to fundraise, as membership 
only costs £1, and each local cause is given a 
dedicated webpage to promote to the public. The 

promotional day provided an opportunity to engage with both the public and the other sponsored 
organisations. 
 

BVA and The Festival of Transport 
BVA took great pleasure in attending the Festival of 
Transport that took place at the end of August. This festival 
was the 30th anniversary of the event and saw 700 vehicles 
at the park including classic, vintage, and other specialist 
motors. It was a great day out for all the family, whether 
you're a keen motor buff or you just wanted an enjoyable 
Sunday out. 
 BVA had the chance to meet and have a friendly 
catch up with local residents, including many families, and 
even some of their member organisations who looked like 
they were enjoying it as much as the BVA Team were! 
 Their “Get a Buzz out of Volunteering” game was 
popular amongst those that they had a chance to have a 
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chat with, as well as their “Wheel of Opportunity”, which consisted of spinning a wheel to see what 
volunteering opportunities people would land on to get them thinking about whether that opportunity 
might be of interest to them. 
 It seemed like volunteering was a popular topic at the festival as BVA also had new people signing 
up to their Volunteering Matters Newsletter to hear about upcoming opportunities available in the 
Basingstoke and Deane area. The team was hard to miss, thanks to Tesco who provided them with their 
orange gazebo! The BVA polos also had their first proper outing, provided by OneStop, and they looked 
great. 
 

RVS Buddy & Befriending Teams 
Exciting times are ahead for RVS’s Buddies and Befrienders. RVS has recruited Kirsty 
Bennett as their Social Inclusion Officer. Kirsty will be responsible for bringing the Buddy 
scheme and Befriending service into one, to become the Social Inclusion Team.  
 The Team will become a permanent offer of RVS client services. Befrienders and 
Buddies have been given the opportunity to share their ideas about how the service can 
evolve and develop. The suggestion of afternoon tea to bring people together is already 
being considered. Watch this space for further developments … 

 

RVS Responder Support Programme 

As a continuation of RVS’ volunteer welfare and resilience programme, some of their volunteer Covid 
Responders spent a great morning at Runways End outdoor activity centre, having lots of fun and learning 
to canoe and to shoot. They remarked how good it was to meet fellow Responders in person and how 
helpful it was to share common experiences from the last year plus. The purpose of the programme is to 
build resilience and team spirit. The pictures certainly suggest that was achieved!  
 

Virtual Winchester Funding Fayre  
Charities based in Winchester District attended a free virtual 
conference of funding insights provided by special guest speakers 
on Wednesday 15 September.  
 Organised by Community First in collaboration with 
Winchester City Council, a panel included guest speakers from the 
Institute of Fundraising, the National Lottery Community Fund and 
Crowdfunder UK, all of whom shared top tips for funding success. 

Winchester City Council’s Grants team presented their wide variety of funding opportunities available to 
local organisations and Hampshire & Isle of Wight Community Foundation, Energise Me, and South Downs 
National Park Authority discussed applying for their selection of locally focused grants. 
 The 75 delegates that attended on the day enjoyed a wonderful opportunity to gain fresh insights 
for their grant applications directly from the funders and experts, as well the opportunity to ask questions 
specific to their own requirements. 



N E X U S  P A G E  4  

Charlotte Yonge statue complete 
with rainbow shawl. 

Community First Coordinates Local Collection of Donations for  
Afghan Evacuees In Hampshire 

Community First was pleased to be assigned with coordinating 
the collection and distribution of donations in Hampshire for 
Afghan families in temporary accommodation in the region. This 
task is in support of Afghan families moving to the UK to re-settle 
as part of the Government’s Afghan Relocation and Assistance 
Policy programme. 
 Working with partners - including other district CVSs, the 
British Red Cross,  District and Borough Councils, NHS, support 
providers and local charities - as part of the emergency response, 
Community First has been collaborating with partners to 
coordinate the collection and distribution of the donated items 
to urgently support the families in Hampshire.  
 Up and down the county, local communities are coming 
together to do what they can to try and make life more bearable 
for families who have found themselves in a very difficult 
situation. For over three weeks, donations have been pouring 
into collection sites that were set up all around Hampshire by 
Community First, their partners, and fellow CVS members. The 
local response has been astounding and heart warming, from 

donations – churches, community groups, residents, streets coming together, local charities, and 
businesses – to volunteers working in the collection hubs.  
 The kindness from across the entire county has been overwhelming. Here are just a few examples 
of local generosity: 
 Two young sisters bought essential items for babies with their pocket money, following a message 

to CF from their mother: “My children would like to donate a shoe box of goodies for a family 
coming over from Afghan. They have saved some pocket money to go shopping and their dad has 
served in Afghanistan so it's close to our hearts.” 

 A newly formed group in Emsworth put together bespoke backpacks with mothers in mind. 
 A large donations of traditional Afghan outfits, and much more, were received.   
 The call for volunteers was answered by an overwhelming response from the local community; 
with a rota of helpers now sorting through and organising the mountain of donations, to ensure that the 
families receive the correct items and sizes. The warm welcome and offers of support for the evacuated 
families highlights the immense community spirit we have in our region, and Community First is 
extremely proud to be at the heart of the Hampshire community and coordinating the region’s collective 
operations.  

 Moreover, this fast-moving project has shone a 
spotlight on the CVS organisation, wider partners, and the 
entire community. The ability to work together makes us 
strong, resilient, and able to achieve objectives regardless 
of how fluid and evolving the situation might be.  
 There is currently a plentiful supply of clothing in 
the region and those wishing to donate are being asked to 
consider supermarket vouchers as a good way to support 
the families. Donations like these enable parents, 
particularly mothers, to ensure that their families have the 
items they deem as a priority to their particular needs. 
Information on donation and support requirements is 

regularly updated on the Community First website:  
https://www.cfirst.org.uk/donating-to-help-afghan-evacuees/  

https://www.cfirst.org.uk/donating-to-help-afghan-evacuees/

